
To:  Customs and Border Patrol  
From:  William P. Walker, MD 
               International Pathology Services, President and Founder 
               (269) 271-0127 
 
Date:  September 15, 2025 
 
Re:  Transport of non-infectious tissue as per the Etiologic Agent Permit Program, Center for  
         Disease Control and Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA  30333 (404-718-2077) 
 
The Public Health Service Foreign Quarantine Regulations (42 C.F.R. 71.54) govern the 
importation of etiologic agents, hosts, and vectors of human disease into the United States. A 
permit issued by that office is required for such importations. 
 
A U.S. Public Health Service (PHS) import permit is not required for non-infectious materials 
(e.g. formalin-fixed specimens, tissues or slides), or human or animal diagnostic specimens 
such as blood, urine, tissues in which there is no evidence or indication that such materials 
contain an infectious agent. Genomic material that does not encode for infectious and/or 
replication competent forms of an etiologic agent of human disease do not require a U.S. 
PHS permit. 
 
To facilitate clearance of materials that do not require a U.S. PHS Import Permit, it is 
recommended that each shipment of this material be accompanied by a signed statement, or 
official letterhead, from the person responsible for the shipment of this material with the 
following information: 
(1)​A description of the material, 
(2)​A statement that this material meets the above criteria (e.g. this material is not known or 

suspected to contain an etiologic agent, host, or vector of human disease), and 
(3)​Verification that it has been packaged, labeled and transported in acceptance with all 

applicable regulations. 


